West of England Border Collie Club – Special Award Classes 27/05/23
Firstly, I would like to say thank you to the West of England Border Collie Club for inviting me to judge the special award classes, and for their hospitality on the day. Thank you to Margaret Garland for stewarding for me in her usual professional way. A thank you also goes to those exhibitors who allowed me to judge their dogs.
Generally, all was good throughout my assessment of these dogs, however I would just say that we need to keep an eye on tail length and there was the odd dog that was carrying a slight bit of weight on the shoulder.
Class Special Award Junior Dog or Bitch
1. Shahmatova’s Nashdom Lost in Your Eyes JW – 16mth of age I have previously judged this youngster, when she was a puppy and once again, she did not let me down. Well proportioned through out, with a well-balanced head, with good use of her ears. Good reach of neck onto well placed shoulders, good front, and rear angulation with a good turn of stifle. Correct tail set and nice tight feet. Her movement is sound coming from the front, rear and side extensions, she covered the ground well, and gave good reach and drive throughout, moving tirelessly with minimum effort. A very feminine girl, ticking all the boxes for me.
2. Austin’s Hysteps My Irish Colleen JW – 10mths of age, nice head, and expression with good use of her ears, good reach of neck onto well laid shoulders, good height to length ratio with a level top line. Good front and rear angulation, with correct tail set and nice tight feet. Moved well throughout, front, side, and rear, however I just preferred 1 on the move today. Very attentive to handler and well presented.
Class Special Award Post Graduate Dog or Bitch
1. Allison’s Zeabo Yankie Girl (Imp) IT – A blue merle, with a well-balanced head and expression, who used her ears well and was attentive to handler. Good height to ratio, with a level top line, correct tail set, with good length of tail. Good reach of neck, onto well laid shoulders. Moved around the ring well and was well balanced throughout. 
2. Batiste’s Jupavia Divine Dream – Nice head and expression, good scissor bite, dark eye, well balanced markings, level top line, and correct tail set and tail length.
Class Special Award Open Dog or Bitch
1. Akester’s &Wiltshire’s DK Ch Thwaitlake Wake up Mr West – A well balanced head and expression, with correct skull and foreface with correct stop. Lovely dark eye, ears well placed and attentive to handler. Good reach of neck onto well placed shoulders, good height to ratio, with good front and rear angulation, with well sprung ribs and depth of chest. Good length of tail, moved with ease covering the ground in all directions, from the front, rear and side gaits. Lovely overall profile, whilst maintaining the top line on the move. 
2. Gregory’s Putting on the Style – Have judged this girl before, and she does not disappoint, with so many beautiful qualities. Lovely overall profile, with a very feminine head and expression, correct eye shape and ears. Very attentive to handler, good front, and rear extension, covers the ground well and moves with purpose, just preferred the movement of 1 on the day, but could easily swap places on another day.

Carole Johnson 28/05/23



